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Introduction: 

The ZIP Code Bounding Box data product is an ideal product to help you narrow your 
searches in a given area. A geographic bounding box is the furthest point North, South, 
West and East that an object touches.   

Most ZIP Codes have boundaries, but some do not, they only have a single point. For 
instance, PO Box ZIP Codes will have a point for the location of the Post Office. In these 
cases, the north coordinate will be the same as the south, and the west will be the same as 
the east.  The same is true for private ZIP Codes and some other ZIPs not specially coded. 

ZIP Codes come in all shapes and sizes. They are designed by the US Postal Service for their 
internal use. They are designed around the delivery routes used by their carriers. Some ZIPs 
are elongated while others are more rectangular. Some cover hundreds of square miles, 
while those in densely populated areas may be the size of a city block or less. 
 

File Info: 

We provide this product as a comma-delimited (CSV) file which includes a header record. 
The demo version is ‘bb-zip-demo.csv’ and the full version is ‘bb-zip-full.csv.’ Note that 
longitude points (west and east) are negative. They are that way because points to the west 
of the Prime Meridian (Greenwich, England) are negative. Latitude points (north and south) 
are positive for the Northern Hemisphere, so all of our latitude points will be positive. 

We include the ZIP Code Type field so that you know what type of ZIP it is.  A ‘b’ is for a 
large business or government agency that has its own private ZIP Code.  An ‘e’ is for a ZIP 
that is for a PO Box only and has no general delivery.  An ‘m’ is for military ZIP Codes.  These 
codes change often and have no location info for security purposes, so we will have zeroes 
for those coordinates. 

Sample table: 

ZipCode State City Type North South West East 

08902 NJ North Brunswick  40.4777 40.405 -74.5321 -74.4153 

08903 NJ New Brunswick e 40.51024 40.51024 -74.44702 -74.44702 

08904 NJ Highland Park  40.5184 40.4876 -74.4475 -74.41 

08905 NJ New Brunswick b 40.451 40.451 -74.48021 -74.48021 

09002 AE APO m 0 0 0 0 
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